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1955 NENA-CONFFRENCE 


by the Hotel and imprinted with N.E.N.A,»s 
name. 


The committee for the 1955 N.E.N.A. 
Conference has finally been completed. 

The Conference will meet at the Sheraton- 
Biltmore Hotel in Providence, Saturday 
and Sunday, October 8th and 9th, 


A medal will be struck which we think 
will be well received. As yet we do not 
know who is to conduct the Auction, w e 
have not received replies from all the 
dealers. 


The committee lists as follows: 

Mr, Horace M, Grant - Honorary Chairman 

General Conference Committee: 

Fred M. Bushnell, Jr. 

Dr, Franiis Constable 
Harry Nickelson 
Robert M. Goodrich 
Carl Richardson 
Mrs. Edna Czerwonka 
Dealer Bourse - Andrew Scott 
Auction - General Committee 

Publicity - Andrew Scott 
Registration - Edna Czerwonka 
Eloise Clouse 

Banquet & Buffet Supper - Dr, Francis 
Constable 

Medal & Badges - Robert M. Goodrich 
Exhibition and Awards - Donald w ra thall 
Elvin Eagles 
Clifford Howe 

Speaker for Banquet - Mrs. June Pond 
Nominating Committee: 

Theodore Robbins 
Earl Tuttle 
James F. Clapp, Jr, 

We plan to send cards to all Clubs 
and State Directors to be used by any 
members who wish to make overnight reser¬ 
vations. These cards will be furnished 


This is all I have to report for now 
but will keep you posted on further 
developments, - 

Fred Bushnell, Jr. 


WE PUBLISH THE FOLLOWING LETTER: 

Arthur R. Moore 
16 Creeper Hill Road 
North Grafton, Mass, 

Dear Sir: 

I have just received a copy of your 
NENA NEWS of THE NF' r ENGL AND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION, 

The New Bedford Coin Club has not 
been in existence for quite some years 
now, although quite frequently I receive 
correspondence addressed to me as Secre¬ 
tary of the Club, which office I held 
for quite some time. 

Do you happen to know of anyone that 
would be interested in some bound volumns 
of THE NUMISMATIST? 

I have the following bound volumns of 
the Numismatist all in first - class 





NEN 4-NEWS 
conditioni 

Vol, - 5l - July - Dec. 1938 

Vol. - 52 - Jan. - June 1939, through 
Vol. 59 - Jan, - June 19U6. 6 months t» 

a volumn. 

If interested kindly get in touch 
with me at your convenience. 

Yours Very truly, 

Margaret C. Dunlap 
237 Court St. 

New Bedford, Mass. 

Please negotiate direct with Margaret 
Dunlap. 

M- Mr •}{■ Mr M- M- Mr M- M M Mr Mr Mr Mr M- M Mr M * * 

We received the following amusing bit 
from Mrs, Christina MacPherson, 8 Armory 
Street, Keene, New Hampshire, of the 
Cheshire County Numismatic Society, re¬ 
counting the recovery of her wandering 
nickel. 

WHY UNCIRCULATED ? 

Numismatically an uncirculated coin 
is almost tops. Why? To me an uncircu¬ 
lated coin isn’t nearly as interesting, 
historically, as one that has been places 
and done things. Perhaps I am a romanti¬ 
cist, but I try to visualize where a coin 
has been and what it has done, but with 
a uncirculated coin, that’s the end of it. 
There is no glamour.' The only glamour is 
that of visualizing some miser greedily 
pushing coins down into his sock. About 
now there are a number of readers ducking 
•ff brick bats and sharpening knives in 
anticipation of a joust with me. So I 
apologize and say that people who are now 
putting away uncirculated coins are not 
misers, but investors with an eye to fut¬ 
ure rewards. But the first crack still 
goes, an uncirculated coin is un-glamour- 
ous. (Copied from the Coast Coiner) 

Answer: 

The above article has interested me 
* and prompted me to write about my Buffalo 
(Bison) which has had a habit of straying 
away from the rest of the herd. 

He was born in Denver, Colorado, in 
1937, and was handicapped in the event 


that he had only three legs. 

His front, right leg was missing, but he 
certainly has been places on three legs. 

He must have journeyed far before coming 
to me from New York in 1952, but that I 
would not know about. Since 1952 he has 
strayed away from me three times. The 
first two times he left I did not have too 
much trouble in locating him and bringing 
him back to the herd. His stall was be¬ 
hind glass doors together with several 
other buffaloas filling out a collection 
of all different types of U.S. nickels. 

This last time that he strayed away 
was during National Coin Week in 195U 
when he was on display in the window of 
a local store. At the end of the week 
the display was grabbed up by some of the 
clerks at the store and thrown into card¬ 
board boxes to await my arrival to claim 
them, and during my lunch hour from work 
I went to town to pick them up. It was 
pouring rain that noon and my helper and 
I quickly loaded the boxes into the truck 
and did not take time to take count of 
stock. That evening while doing the chores 
I missed my poor cripple. None of the 
others were missing. I immediately got 
in touch with the manager of the store 
and he then told me that there had been 
a stampede that morning when they had 
tried to round up the herd, but they had 
thought all the animals had been caught. 
When I told him that one was missing he 
very kindly offered to go back to the 
store and help me look for him. We 
searched the store from top to botton 
and at last we succeeded in catching a 
glimpse of the lost animal. He was 
trapped in a narrow, jagged crack between 
the floor boards and the rafters, with 
the base boards butting up against him. 

VT e tried in vain for two evenings to 
lasso the animal and drag him to safety. 

He seemed to slip farther and farther down 
the crack and we finally felt that there 
was no chaice to save his life. VJ e even 
tried to tear down the building, but it 
was sturdily constructed with cement and 
tile and we could not use dynamite. 

Now it seems that "Doc Bosworth" from 
an adjoining country town had heard of 
this pathetic case and, being a machinist 
by trade, had been very interested in the 
case and had been studying it. Like all 
doctors, especially interested in differ¬ 
ent and rare cases, he had been working 
on this problem and finally devised plans 
with which he felt he could be of assist- 
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ance. After his plans were complete the Certainly this Buffalo has a history- 

doctor asked if he might be allowed to see of going places and doing things and 
the patient. No one had an once of hope straying away, and has caused much excite- 
for the animal except the doctor, as he had ment not only among all the members of 
become very weak and was now completely the local club, but also among many of the 
buried in plaster dust and could not even town's people, 
be seen any more. He had been trapped in 
this crack from Spring until October, So 
on the evening of October 13, 1951i, Doc 
Bosworth came to the City and was finally 
allowed to enter the store and take over 
the case. The Janitor of the store was 
very skeptical of the "Doc" and he had to 
prove his identity before the Janitor would 
even unlock the door and let him enter. 

The Doc kept saying, "If you can tell me 
just the location and I can get a glimpse 
of him, I am sure I can save his life." 

We just about gave up hopes of locating 


We intend to keep him well guarded in 
the future, locked behind the glass doors 
of the stall, and not give him the least 
chance to ever start wandering off again. 

ORIGIN OF FR^CTION^L CURRENCY 

The origin is not generally known. 
General F. E. Spinner, longtime Treasurer 
of the U.S. was undoubtedly the inventor 


him, but after digging around in the plas- of the first issue of Fract.Currency known 
ter dust for some time we finally caught as Postal Currency. 


a faint glimpse of him - then the doctor 
had hopes - none of the rest of us had 
hopes even then. "Give me just five min¬ 
utes - it won't take long now", said the 
doc, as he ran back to the car for his 

• little black bag and more implements. 

Tweezers, scissors, and needles, and an¬ 
tiseptics. And flood lights. He care¬ 
fully cleaned off what dirt and dust he 
could and tried the tweezers, but alasj 
Mot room enough to w»rk with them.' So 
he in turn tried other implements, one 
after another, and finally he produced 
a "hoop" which he had prepared in his 
planning of the case, attached to a long 
wire. This hoop was lowered into the crack also issued, 
and worked around the animal carefully, 
balanced evenly, tightened up, and then by 


Upon the start of the Civil War all 
the gold, silver and copper money then in 
circulation in the U.S. disappeared as if 
by magic in comparatively a few days. 


Necessary Money; 

Merchants issued promissory notes on 
small sizes of paper for amounts varying 
from 1<£ up redeemable in goods at their 
place of business. Metal tokens, in 
brass, copper and various alloys were 


The Postage Stamp very naturally. 


the aid #f the wire it was drawn up to the quickly claimed recognition but the adhes- 


top in somewhat the same fashion as a 
bucket of water is drawn up from a well, 
with care being taken all the way that 
the water did not spill out of the bucket. 

Even the Janitor gave a sigh of re¬ 
lief when at last the animal was captured 
and would be taken away and he at last 
could feel that he would never again be 
bothered with cowboys - erach waiting a 
turn to try to lasso the animal. 


ive back was a serious impediment. R.R. 
utilized postage stamps by enclosing var¬ 
ious amounts in small envelopes which were 
issued as change. Stamps were also moun¬ 
ted in small brass circles with mica over 
the face and ads on the back. These are 
the well known Encased postage stamps. 

A story is told about Mrs.Spinner, 
wife of the famous treasurer, who, when 
shopping, couldn't make change and the 
clerk noticing stamps in her pocketbook, 
readily took them for the odd pennies of 
the purchase. She told her husband and 
he originated the idea of postal currency 


I We immediately took the animal over 
to the Coin Club Meeting which was in 
session that evening and he ms put on dis¬ 
play there for the remainder of the evening by pasting stamps on slips ®f paper in 
Doc Bosworth was very faithful and remained various denominations. The Post Office 
with the patient for the remainder of the agreed to replace the stamps with new 
evening also, ones when they became woip or mutilated. 
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This idea was immediately taken up by About SPINNER: 
Congress and the regular issue of postage 


General Francis Elias Spinner had per¬ 
haps one of the most distinguished signa¬ 
tures and he took great pride and delight 
in signing his name. When you consider 
the vast amount of personally autographed 
Spinner notes - both fractional and larger 
denominations U.S. monetary notes - the 
man must have had remarkable stamina and 
Civil War to the period from 1825 to aboutmust have obtained a great amount of plea- 


currency was authorized and issued in 
August 1862. It was immediately popular 
and got widespread use. 

It might be wise to explain at this 
time the term ’’shin, plaster” which is 
even now sometimes applies to Fract. 
Currency. 1fr e have to go back before the 


i860 before the U.S. had a Federal Bank¬ 
ing System, A State Bank Charter could 
be obtained very easily and as a result 
many dishonorable men started up banks, 
had banks notes printed and set them 
afloat. Much of this currency before it 


sure in signing his name. 

\ distinguished Secretary of the Trea¬ 
sury is of local interest. Hon.F.P, 
Fessenden was born in Boscawen, N.H. in 
1806 - A U.S. Senator from Maine. His 


could get back to the bank for redemption, likeness appears on the 2nd series of the 

third issue of the 25£ note. 

CONDITION A ND VALUES 

Fractional currency to be fully 
appreciated should be in very fine to 
crisp condition and most of the issued with 
the exception of the perforated First Issue 
and the Sherman Grant essays (this note 
was to be issued by the law of 1866 pro¬ 
hibiting the portrait of living persons 
on currency prevented it). (Treasury 
official Clark who had his portrait on the 
5# note displeased Congress who promptly 
passed the Act), are in good supply. Most 
of the rarities of Fractional Currency are 
in so-called errors with either inverted, 
cause it deserved it but because all formsreverses, inverted surcharges or Emissions 
of paper currency was referred to in this of signatures or surcharges. The greatest 
manner. rarity is the 10^ Green 1st issue imper¬ 

forated ABN co. with inverted reverse and 
Fractional Currency can be classified will sell for as much as $300 to $500 for 
into 2k different notes of postage or a single note. Next would be the 2nd 
fract, currency which were issued by the General issue 50^ Washington without sur¬ 
charges on corner of reverse. Only sheet 
of 20 was ever printed of these notes. 
Shades - variations - errors - ommissions 
represent most other rarities. 


the bank would have failed and the notes 
were worthless. 

In about this time, bandages were 
scarce and a coarse brown paper used f»r 
general wrapping paper generally in meat 
markets was often pressed into use as a 
temporary dressing. This coarse p?p er 
saturated with vinegar or liniment was 
bound around the injury. After use this 
paper was of course less than worthless 
and so was depreciated paper money lAlhich 
was classed likewise and termed ”shin 
plaster”. 

U.S. postage and Fract. Currency in¬ 
herited the name ”shin plaster” not be- 


government during a 
1862 - 1876 . 


lU year period - 


There are 5 separate issued: 

1st. Issue: 1862 Postage currency had ii 
types of notes. 

2nd Issue: 1863 Fract. Currency also had 
h types. 

3rd Issue: (Beginning 1869) had 7 types 
of notes. 

iith Issue: (Beginning 1869) had 6 types 
of notes. 

5th and last (Beginning 187k) had but 
3 types. 


NUMISMATIC RAMBLINGS 
(Taken from Coin Collectors Journal) 

It is J 9 years since the large cent 
was coined at Philadelphia, yet in 193ii 
there were 117, 976,067 cents outstanding. 

In 193l| the U.S. Mints coined Lincoln 
Cents st the rate i;70 per minute, each min¬ 
ute of the year. 






















ready to board ships, and the octogenarian Doge Enrico Dandolo r;as am-' 
bitious, and perhaps revengeful, because during his youth the Byzan¬ 
tines had blinded him by making him stare for hours at the sum re¬ 
flected in a mirror. The pope gave his consent to attack Constantin¬ 
ople because the Byzantines were considered heretics by the Church of 
Rome. A successful attack was carried out by the Venetians and the 
Crusaders, and Constantinople, the Byzantine capital, fell. 

Why Enrico Dandolo did not move the capital of the Venetian Re¬ 
public to Constantinople or why he did not crown himself emperor are 
questions that history does not answer. Prom this attack, the Venet¬ 
ians gained valuable trading rights and harbor and warehouse privil¬ 
eges, which they highly prized, as well as some island colonies in 
the Aegean Sea, including the Island of Morea. The capture of Con¬ 
stantinople took place in 1204 1. D. and from then until the discov¬ 
ery of new trade routes to the Par Bast about 1500 D., the Venet¬ 

ians almost exclusively controlled the excessively profitable trade 
in jewels, cloth-of-gold, rugs, silks, tea, and spices from the Ori¬ 
ent. Constantinople was again ruled by the Byzantine emperors, and 
this lasted for two hundred and fifty years, until the Turks captured 
the city; but the prominence once held in the Mediterranean Sea passed 
from Constantinople to Venice. 7ith this historical background in mine 
let us pass on to Venetian coinage, and, in particular, the Matapane, 
the reason for this article. 

The small marshy islands around the Rialto which expanded to be¬ 
come the city of Venice and later to rule an empire one-fourth the 
size of Rome T s, were fortified and settled in 809 D. Doubtlessly 
the first coins used by the Venetians were ancient Roman coins im¬ 
ported from the surrounding Italian mainland, and,as their trade and 
intercourse increased with Byzantium, the Byzantine numisna became 
plentiful in the pockets of the Venetians. The Medieval deniers were 
common in European trade before 1200 A. D., and even though some bear 
the word ’’Venice” on the reverse, domestic Venetian coinage did not 
earnestly begin until the reign of joge Pietro Polani (1128 D. to 
1148 A. D* )• The Venetian coins followed an erratic system in the 
early coinage because the same coin varied in size and weight until 
the introduction of the Matapane about 1204 A» D# 

The etymology of the word '’Matapane*’ is uncertain, but it seems 
reasonable to assume that it was named after Cape Ilatapan on the Is¬ 
land of Morea, which was captured by the Venetians during the Pourth 
Crusade, because there was a mint in operation there. The Venetian 
Matapane was the most famous of nedieval Venetians coins, and vies 
with the Eecchino and the Scudo della Croce as the most famous of all 
Venetian coins. During the two hundred years of its coinage, 1200 a. 

D. to 1400 D., the merchants of Venice were trading in every port, 

bazaar, and market place in the known world, and there were delega^ 
tions of merchants from every country, even from Japan, in Venice. It 
would naturally follow that the coins of this trading city would 
travel to every country. 

The Matapane is a silver coin about the diameter of a nickel, but 






only half as thick as a dime, being a hand struck coin, like most 
medieval coins, it is somewhat irregular in shape. The obverse is 
perpendicularly divided into two equal sections by the standard of 
office, which is a small flag on the top of a long narrow pole. On 
the right side of the standard is the standing full front view of St* / 
mark the Evangelist, the patron saint of Venice, who is carrying the 
Book of the Gospels in his left hand and is passing the standard with 
his right hand. There is a beaded halo around his head, mround the 
edge of this side of the coin is the superscription "8. M. VENETI" 

(!St. Hark of Venice) in a combination of Roman rind Lombardic letter¬ 
ing. On the left side of the standard is the standing full front view 
of the doge, receiving the standard of office from St. Mark. The fig¬ 
ure of the doge is stylized and is not a portrait. It would be impos¬ 
sible to attribute the Mr. tap an o to the particular doge if it were not 
for the superscription of his name,.usually abbreviated, around the 
edge of the left side of the coin. Between the head of the doge and 
the standard is vertically written "DUX” [Duke, or, in the Venetian 
dialect, Doge). Above the head of the doge is the flag attached to the 
polo of the standard of office. Around the entire rim is a circular 
beaded border, usually imperfect because of the irregularity in shape, 
On the reverse of the llatapa.no is the seated figure of the Redeemer 
sitting on the occlasiastical throne holding the Book of the Gospels 
with both His Hands, ^round His Head is a beaded halo with tho arms of 
a cross appearing from behind His Head. To the left of His Hoad, in 
t ho field, are the letters "IC" and on the right side are the letters 
"XC'* (Jesus Christ). As on the obverse, tlm-re is a beaded border all 
around the edge. Tho edge is neither milled nor lettered. The approx- 
im to weight is fourty grams, depending on the condition of the coin 
and the irregularity of the flan. The dioa are almost always adjusted 
in this way T A . 

Although tho Uatapane was tho standard measure of value, as our 
dollar is to-day, it was a small coin. As the need for larger silver 
coins became evident, the Me. tap a ne was replaced with the grossetto, 

[the grossone, the lira, and, eventually,in the sixteenth century, witt 
the taler size Scudo della Croce, 

The Balkan States made a few crude copies of the Matapano, but, 
with this exception, the Matapr.no was a Venetian coin. It was, like 
Venice itself, a composit of the East and the Vest. It was Mestern hy 
being a denier si^ed coin, being composed of silver (which was sparse¬ 
ly used for coins by the Byzantines), bearing in the main Latin in¬ 
scriptions with Roman and Lombardic lettering, and competing principal¬ 
ly with other Italian coins. It was Eastern in character mainly by 
having the stylized figures which appear stiff and almost grotesque tc 
the Mestern dye. 






The following list contains the 
corrections, additions, and new 
members. This list should be ad¬ 
ded to the membership list. 

Dr. 77. 77. Baumgartner 
736 IIa in Street 
Leominster, Massachusetts 
Mrs. Roger H. Bryant 
85 Eorest Street 
./orcester, Massachusetts 
.7, J. Dodds 

Box 215 Astor Station 
Boston 23, Massachusetts 
Eugene J. Dragon 
Northgate Road 
Northboro, Massachusetts 
Robert M. G-oodrich 
76 Westminster Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 
Walter J. Grimala 
23 Marion avenue 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
Mrs. Grace D. Lincoln 
41 Aquavia Road 
Medford, Massachusetts 
Everett 2. Thompson 
155 Belmont Avenue 
Springfield 8, Massachusetts 
-ndrew 3. Scott 
Box 23 

Medford, Massachusetts 
Louis S. Werner 
100 Bennett .avenue 
New York 33, New York 


If you have a friend, and who is 
unfortunate enough not to have one, 
why not introduce him to 1LH2NU NEWS 
and have him become a member. 
Everybody gains. 


Be sure to attend your local club 
meeting each and every time. It 
needs your support, and it will 
support you. .md, while you are 
there, take part in the meeting. 
You will enjoy it much more. Also, 
why not do a little of the work, 
it will not hurt you. 


"Condition is die measure of wear 
not there." 


DUEL. ARE DUE 

Remember, there is just one way 
to keep abreast with numismatic 
news in New England, and that is 
to p ".y your NENA Dues, If you did 
not attend the Conference in Prov¬ 
idence, where you were properly 
dunned, please send your remittone 
to the new Secretary and Treasurer 
MR. ED’TMRD P. CIGNONI 
80 T.JLBOT ROAD 
SPRIGEIELD,' MASSACHUSETTS 
Just in case you have forgotten, 
the dues re one dollar {^1*00} 
per year, which includes the four 
regular copies of NENA NE1WS, and 
the special post-conference issue. 

If you are a lapsed member and wis 
to be re-instated, please contact 
the Secretary and Treasurer. 


In the Pre- Conference Issue of 
IOTA NEWS in September, there were 
a couple of paragraphs thanking 
the New England speakers who had 
given of their time and knowledge 
to the various New England clubs. 

7/e believe that this is a prac- 1 
tice that should be and needs to 
be fostered because there are , un¬ 
doubtedly, vast resources of numis¬ 
matic knowledge in New England, 
and most of us are anxious to 
learn more about coins and their 
-history. If you are an individual 
who has numismatic knowledge and 
not an acute case of stage fright, 
let the editor or publisher know 
you and your subject ^subjects), 
and the months of your availabil¬ 
ity. If your local club is look¬ 
ing for a speaker, contact the 
editor oa? the publisher and let us 
know the subject you want and the 
month you would like the speaker. 
Me shall be happy to print all 
replies in the next issue of NENA 
NETS. Remember, one of the most 
satisfying achievements in your 
hobby is to pass on to others your 
knowledge. Do not bo stingy, share 
it with others. 














The following is a reprint of a. pr.per sent to the members of the 
Boston Numismatic Society, Ve feel that every New England Numismatist 
would enjoy reading it. 

PAPER CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN ROBINSON OF SaLEM 

The BOSTON NUIUoILlTIO SOCIETY in the 1870’s 

Reminiscences by an older member, April, 1917 

I joined the Society about 1869. There had been some laxity in 
keeping up the accounts and the collection of dues had been neglected, 
John Kimball Viggin, the treasurer at that time, was a busy, very 
easy going man, more interested in his subscri ption publication than 
in the affairs of the Society. At any rate the older members seemed to 
think a young man could better run around andpick up the loose ends, 
and so they gave me the office. This must hive been 1872-1873. 

The society in those days was inclined to be exclusive, and the 
meetings were quite solemn affairs with more learned talk than show of 
coins, but they were very enjoyable, for the old Boston element, there 
represented, was an interesting study. Jeremiah Colburn, short, stout 
and smiling, presided, and his old time cordiality was always a charm 
to me. The Reverend Edmund Fnrwoll Shafterdiscoursed learnedly on 
classical coinage and wrote on the Colonial issues of Vermont. He well 
represented the clergy of the day and certainly added dignity to tho 
meetings. George Villiarns Pratt of Louisberg Square, whose son, Rob¬ 
ert M«, recently died in the old mansion there, was atypical Bostonian 
of the old school, formal in mammer and aristocratic in feature. He 
carefully guarded the Society’s membership list, lost unsuitable ad¬ 
ditions should creep in. Villiam Sumner ^ppleton, father of the gentle 
man of the same name, who so ably conducts the affairs of the Society 
for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, was an omnivorous 
collector of coins; portions of his collection, I believe, have been 
given to some Boston institution. He was quiet, rather stiff in man¬ 
ner, always wore a tight-fitting frock coat and usually a tall hat a 
little antidating the prevailing pattern. He owned more coins than al.. 
other members together and exhibitd them freely. James Edward Root, i: 
was said, gained his fortune through an interest in a sewing machine 
company; a well-groomed man, he appeared as if he had just come out 
of the traditional band-box, but always delicate in health. He oc¬ 
casionally showed some coins but said little at the meetings, al¬ 
though one was instinctively drawn to himby his quiet, refined manner, 
James Brewster Rhodes, the State Street broker, seldom attended the 
meetings, and seemed more like a New Yorker than a Bostonian. Henry 
Dearborn Joule, the North End druggist, always reminded me of a re¬ 
tired actor. He was devoted to Greek and Roman coins and was through¬ 
ly posted on them and their values. 

Henry Davenport, the Society’s first treasurer, was a strict ac¬ 
countant by nature and profession. To him I went to have my annual 
report audited during my offical term, and he was always ready with 
kind suggestions as to methods and duties. Sylvester Sage Crosby, my 
successor in office, a/as added later to the membership, I think, and 
not one of the founders. He brought to the meetings very interesting 
coins, especially varieties of dies he a;as studying of the American 














Colonir.n series. Dr* Samuel Abbott Green, was a founder of the Soci¬ 
ety and, as far as I know, is the sole survivor of the men uho gath¬ 
ered around the table at the meetings at the Horticultural Hall Li¬ 
brary in the 70 T s - ever genial and beloved as he is today, by all 
his associates. Eduard S. Hand Jr., did not attend the meetings al¬ 
though I knev: him well - and liked him too - while on the library com¬ 
mittee of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society a few years later. 

He was an active keen-eyed man, with a striking face, but he died in 
exile in South America, whore he had resided for a number of years. 

Dr. Ammi Brown did not attend the meetings either, but I knew him at 
Salem and Marblehead, and bought from him a mahogany table with coin 
draws in it, which a member of my family still uses as a dining-room 
serving table. Dr. Brown was stout and lame, and h .d given up coin 
collecting when I knew him. Charles Henry Bell, of Exeter, I knev; only 
by correspondence, but from him I got a set of the fino reprints of 
the New Hampshire Colonian Currency, now preserved rat the Essex In¬ 
stitute. Henry Mason Brooks was a beloved personal friend and advisor 
in my early days of coin collecting, Einc and benign of feature, as 
he grew older his head of long -waving hair gave him a most patriar¬ 
chal appearance. His collection was not largo but it included only 
fine specimens and was a beautiful one to examine. Hr Brooks had the 
gift of of imitating to perfection the signatures of distinguished 
men, and could have been a most dangerous counterfeiter. He was de¬ 
lightfully old-fashioned, and made and used quill pens and blotted 
writings with a sand box. His coin cabinet, originally Dr. Browns, 
came into my possession, but it has wandered elsewhere, - how far I 
do not know. Both the cabinet and the table previously purchased were 
made by a Salem cabinet maker, Nathaniel Very, .nd acre examples of 
the best work of the old time New England artisan. ‘Jilliam Elliot 
Joodward of Roxbury, and Lorin G. Parmalee, wore also later members 
who did not pass through the sieve of George r iIliams Pratt. Joodward, 
heavy of build, with curly hair and an injured eye, possessed thn 
diplonacy of tho skillful dealer whose sales were numerous and very 
successful. He brought to the meetings many valuable and curious coina 
as they passed through his hands. Parmalee was a baker at the South 
End, uho transferred the profits of his Boston baked beans into Amer¬ 
ican gold, and astonished the members by quietly unfolding his beau¬ 
tiful pieces to ibhe value of unteld thousands on the library table. I 
think he bought the collection gathered by Ser.vy of Cambridge, a mem¬ 
ber of the Society, whom I do not remember meeting. 

Those are all the members who not in the early 70 ! s whom I re¬ 
call ; and, as far as had been said, all,.so far as I know, are gone 
save Dr. Green. 

Matthew A Stickney of Salem, whose wonderful collection of coins 
was sold by Henry Chapman of Philadelphia a few years since at fabu¬ 
lous prices, I knew’ well. He was not a member of the Society. Stickney 
made his money in a grocery store not far from his home, the house in 
which his two daughters still reside. By offering to accept the cop¬ 
per "Brummies" of the day at the cent value he acquired many rare coins 
and he also had an arrangement with a New York firm of brokers to re¬ 
serve for him any unusual pieces of gold and silver, and thus, at com¬ 
paratively little cost he gathered his great collection in the 40 T s 
and 50 T s. Stickney had attacks of facial neuralgia and, so it was al- 










ways said, dulled the pnin by alcoholic treatment - applied internally 
We boy collectors in Salem used to call on him to see his rareties but 
did not always get in. Later we learned a trick which opened both his 
door and his heart* 'We took him bright Civil War tokens and little 
medals whith, shut up as he uas, he had no means of obtaining, and so 
beneath his beaming smiles we got our reward by glimpses of olive - 
colored uncirculated 1793’s , and by actually holding in our hands the 
Massachusetts Janus head 1776, and that rarity of rarities, the Brash¬ 
er Doubloon, which brought the unheard sum of &6,000 at the sale of 
Stickney’s collection, ;/hen S. S, Crosby applied to me as a Salemite 
ho:: he could induce Stickney to permit him to take rubbings of the 
Colonial rarities for his forthcoming work on the ’’Early Coins of 
America", I gave him the recipt of our boyhood, Crosby tried it and 
•-•rote me the~next week a letter of thanks, - it worked to a charm; 
Crosby got all that he wanted* 

Coin collecting in the early days uas far different from whnt it 
is now, and vastly more interesting, I began in 1857 with a bright 
copper cent of that year I found in my mother*s purse and a handful', 
of coins from the Ear East from on old sea chest of my father’s. Ad¬ 
ditions were gained by looking over the coins in the tills of the 
Salem shop-keepers, who allowed us to poke over the silver and copper 
change unrestricted. The old toll-house on the Beverly bridge furn¬ 
ished on alfiiost uncirculated cent of 1823, and a beautiful cent of 
1800 over 1799 came from a Salem shop. These were obtainable at one 
cent each. The older collectors helped us too, and David Nichols, 
living near Gallows Hill, would occasionally open the bug of mint 
bright cents of 1796 and 1797 and give us one of each. The lot came, 
it was said, from the Hon. Benjamin Goodhue, who received them in pari; 
payment for his services in the U. S, Senate. «.s I remember them at 
the time there were about 50 or 60 of each date in the bag. 

An old collector, Francis Henry Lee, whose fine collection was 
given to the Essex Institute, picked up his coins in a similar manner 
He and a chum, .Ilfred Walcott, worked together. Walcott’s uncle had 
a collection, and the youths improved their own by substituting poor¬ 
er specimens of the same date in the uncle’s cabinet. There, also, 
was a big bag of bright ooins, half-pennies of George II, of 1749, 
Walcott’s uncle was a descendant of Hon, Benjamin Fickman, who aided 
in financing the Sir William Pepperel, Louisburg oxpidition, who re¬ 
ceived the silver cup, now preserved in the Essex Institute, from the 
State, in acknowledgement of his services. He also ( 'alcott’s uncle) 
had a bag of half pence which were sent over from London among the 
specie $o pay for the oxpidition, Lee and Walcott helped themselves 
to the bright coins, and many are still preserved in Salem. One might 
run on indefinitely, but the subject of the Society in the 70’s seems 
to be exhausted* 
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MINUTES Of THE BUSINESS MEETING Of THE NE./ ENGLAND NUIIESMATIO 
SOCIETY, OCTOBER 9, 1955 

President fred M. Bushnell* Jr. opened the meeting at 1:10 P. M» 
on Sunday, October 9, 1955# 

The President thanked the officers and committees for their ef¬ 
forts in preparing for a successful convention* He also expressed his 
personal thanks to James ford Clapp Jr. for the beautiful NENA ban¬ 
ner which was displayed in the hotel lobby. Mrs. Juno T. Pond was com* 
mended for obtaining n excellent speaker, Mr. C. H. Ryan of the Boarcj. 
of Governors of the American Numismatic Association. The Publicity 
Dir-ector and the Bourse Chairman, Mr. Andrew S. Scott was also ijrais-j* 
od for his untiring efforts in making this a successful conference. 

Mrs. Edna Czerwonka, Secretary, read the report and as treasure^ 
gave a partial report on the balance of the treasury. Both reports 
were accepted as read. _ 

Mr. Arthur Moore, Editor, and Mr. Ch ,rles J. DuPont, publisher, 
gave their reports which were accepted with gratitude in recognition 
of their endeavors in sending out the NENA NETS. 

Clifford f. Howe, Chairman of the Awards Committee, reported tha' 
ribbons had been givc-n out for neatness, originallity, interest, and 
to dealers who participated in the exhibits. 

A motion was made and seconded to ammend the bi-laus so that in 
the future representatives from various New England clubs would serve 
the Associ .tion in place of directors from each state. The Secret ary 
was instructed to -Trite to all clubs to submit a name of a represen¬ 
tative for next year’s conference. 

A representative from the Tri-County Coin Club was recognized and 
he on behalf of his club expressed his thanks for the invitation to 
participate in the Conference. 

President Bushnell then introduced Mr. H* E. Macintosh of Spring' 
field who in turn introduced the Chairman of the Springfield Chamber 
of Commerce* He read a letter from the mayor of Springfield with an 
invitation to NENA to hold the Conference in Springfield next year. 

The invitation was accepted. 

The Nominating Committee, Theodore Robbins, Eteri Y. Turtle, and 
James Pord Glapp Jr. presented the following slate of officers for 
the coming year: 

President Mr. a. George Mallis 

Vice President Mrs. Edna Czerwonka 

Secretary - Treasurer Mr. Edward P. Cignoni 
Editor Mr. John Mittredge 

Publisher Mr. Clifford E. Howe 

Publicity Director Mr. Charles J. DuPont 

Directors for the following states: 


Maurice a. Storck 
Col. M. S. Newton 
Melvin E. Game 
Howard E. Davis 
Harry C. Nicholson 
Mrs. Juno T. Pond 

The secretary was instructed to cast one ballot for the above slate. 

A rising vote of thanks was given to outgoing President Bushnell 
The business meeting adjourned at 2:15 P. M. 


Maine 

Vermont 

Nov/ Hampshire 

Connecticut 

Rhode Island 

Massachusetts 












CONFERENCE NETS 


The New England Numismatic Association (NENA) will hold its 
1956 Conference in Springfield, Massachusetts on October 6th and 7th 
at the Sheraton - Kimball Hotel, Chestnut Street, Springfield, Mas- 
s ,6husetts. The Springfield Coin Club will be the host. Howard E. 
Macintosh, a well known local numismatist, will be the General Chair¬ 
man. 

The other members of the committees for 1956 Conference are: 

Denier 1 s Bourse: Russell Hooks tra and Everett Towns end Sr. 

Auction Dealer Contract: A. George Hollis 

Auction Brochure: Eduard P* Cignoni and Dr, Everett E, Thonpso 

Publicity: Everett H. Townsend Jr. 

Banquet and Buffet: Howard a. '/heeler 

Exhibition and Awards: Edward P. Cignoni, John Skribiski, and 
Fred Tidlund 

Speaker for Banquet: H. E. macintosh 

Entertainment for Ladies: Thomas Cotter and Fred Finn 

Nominating: Carl Carrier and Fred Hurts 

Insurance: A. George 1Ellis 

They have already has four meetings pertaining to the function. 

On Tuesday, January 10th, Fred Bushncll, Mrs. Bushnell, Edna Czer- 
wonka and Hiss King went to Springfield .nd outlined the procedures 
in detail and answered all questions pertaining to tho affair. 

Present indications point to a very successful conference and 
all are invited to attend. Jhy not make your plans to attend now? 
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THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NENA CONFERENCE NENAJNC. 


The Eleventh Annual Conference of the New England Numismatic 
Association was held at the sheraton -3 iltmore hotel, Providence, 
Rhode Island on October eighth and ninth 1955. An informal pre-con¬ 
ference soiree was held the night before with about fifty members and 
guests present. Refreshments, coin talk, and friendly chatter were 
featured at this social meeting. It is certainly an ideal time to re¬ 
new old friendships, many of which you have not seen in a year, and, 
especially important, to make flew friends among fellow numismatists in 
your area. 

The Conference "offically" opened on Saturday morning, October 
eighth. The dreary weather in no way dampefled the bustling activity 
and excitement of setting up the displays and the showing of the 
Bourse material. The feature of the morning was the Bourse, which was 
the largest ever to be seen at at a New England Numismatic Association 
Conference, with dealers from Boston, Providence, Springfield, Nev; 
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Florida behind the tables. It 
seemed to us that no matter what your speciality is, you would have 
found something, and in most c~ses many things, to interest, intrigue, 
and fascinate you. No matter how feu or how many coin dealers you as¬ 
semble, you always have every series of numismatics well represented, 
byt when the dealers come to a New England Numismatic Association 
Conference, they seem to have a variety of every variety. In the 
classifaction of "Ancients”, there were the usual coins of Greece and 
Rome, but it appeared to us that this series on numismatics was even 
more selective and more ohoice than ever. The Medieval and Renaissance 
coins, always a favority with the serious numismatist, were well 
classified and well displayed, and, attracted favorable comment from 
the advanced collector, the novice, and the sightseer. There was a 
very good display of modern foreigh coins which we were glad to see* 

It is about time that these coins, many of unusual artistic creation, 
began to be of interest to American Numismatists. And, as usual, the 
United States coins were the feature attraction. There were coins 
shown from 1652 to 1955, with every denomination, metal, and (almost) 
every date included. Proof sets from 1936 to 1955, and earlier single 
proof coins, seemed to be the outstanding star of the performance. The 
"Odd and Curious" department received their fair share of popularity. 
HL1 the new and old methods of storing and displaying coins in holders 
and in envelopes and plastic containers were shorn. 

The auction of the Conference was held by Stack’s of New York j 






















in the afternoon. As with the Bourse, a short description would be 
"quality" and "well representative of every series ofl numismatics". 
The material ranged from ancient Greek gold Staters to 1955 Proof 
sets. The United States series vjqs most prominent in the auction. 
There was an outstanding collection of United States Silver Dollars® 
The one dollar, two dollar and a half, three dollar, five dollar, 
ten dollar and the twenty dollar gold coins were well represented. 
The minor series in silver were of the highest quality with lot after 
lot of uncirculated and proof Commerative Half Dollars, regular Half 
Dollars, Quarters, Dimes, Nickels, Cents, and Half Cents being sold® 
Many choice pieces "went to our members through their floor bids. 
Throughout the auction catalogue there was a sprinkling of Ancient, 
Medieval, Renaissance, and Modern Foreign copper, silver and gold 
coins. Such a wide variety gives interest to all collectors, no mat¬ 
ter what their fancy may be. Again this year, "Thanks" to Stacks for 
providing us 'with such an informative Conference Booklet and inter¬ 
esting auction. 


Doubtlessly, you are interested to know what the prices were 
on the most interesting lots. Let us look at a few examples: 1936 
Proof set - $152.50, 1893 Isabella Quarter - $23.00, Uncirculated'set 
of Washington Quarters - $90.00, 1818 Uncirculated Half Cent - $9.00, 
1836 Proof Gobrecht Dollar - $255.00, 1852 Proof Silver Dollar - 
$500.00, 1889 Gold Dollar - $14.00, United States Assay Office Fifty 
Dollar Gold Octagonal Slug - $625.00, Uncirculated English Guinea of 
1714 - $28.00, Canadian Gold Soverign dqted 1911 - $55.00, 1811 Half 
(| Oont in fine condition $11.00, 1793 Large Cent in fine condition - 
jj $67.50, Uncirculated 1828 Large Gent - $11®0Q, 1856 Uncirculated 
I Flying Eagle Cent - $310.00, 1864 - L Indian Head Cent, also Uncircu- 
| bated, - $45.00, 1877 Uncirculated Indian Head Cent - $75.00, 1873 
Very Fine Two Cent - $52.59, 1864 Proof Three Cent Silver -'$44.00, 
1792 Very Fine Half Dime - $25.00, 1877 Proof Nickel - $111®00, 1885 if 
Proof Nickel - $37.00, 1804 About Fine Quarter - $40.00, 1794 Half h 
Dollar in Very Good Condition - $32.50, 1798 Five Dollar Gold - 
$57.50, 1797 Ten Dollar Gold - $105.00. The greatest attraction of j 
the day in the auction was four (4) 1895 Silver Dollars, all in proofl 
which varied in pride from $300.00 to $325.00. 


The intermission between the two sections of the auction was j 
a delicious Buffet Supper in the "Garden Room" of the Sheraton - Bilt i 
more Hotel. 


iTitfc the bright cheery October sunshine on Sunday Morning | 
came the second day of the Conference. The Bourse continued attracting 
all members, guests, and sightseers for a second look. 


ji 

Sunday noontime saw the judging of -the members exhibits. As jj 
usual, there were exciting exhibits that incite and abet us all to |J 
try to complete our sets, branch out in order to cover a whole seric 
or start anew with coins or medals that we find intriguing. Again, 
all series were represented with artistic displays of Ancient Roman 
coins, Medieval Electrotypes from the British Museum of English gel., 
coins, Medieval Medals and Plaques, Foreigh gold coins a c compound o A 
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by teasing questions of their origin and their use, United States coinjs 
in many different denominations, Canadian coins and medals, modern 
coins of the world, Presidential Medals, artistically designed medals,*! 
paper currency, an outstanding display of items related to the Color 1 : 
bian Exhibition in 1893, and "odd and curious". A report of the a- 1 
wards appears leter in this edition. j; 

The business meeting followed, and the minutes of that meeting! 
will appear in the next NENA NEWS. 'j 

The Banquet was held in the Garden Room of the Sheraton - Bilt] 
more Hotel. The dealers at the Bourse graciously donated door prizes f ,j 
After a roast beef dinner, President Bushnell introduced our guest i| 

:] speaker for the Banquet - C. H. Ryan of New Jersey, a member of the n 

j.'Board of Governors of the American Numismatic Association. He gave ar. ;l 
'.interesting and informative talk on religion and numismatics, saying ;j 
, that each time a numismatist does a good act, God strikes a very fine ] 

;• rein for him in Heaven, an excelent act warrants an uncirculated coin,!] 
;,?.nd an extra ordinary act is rewarded by a proof coin. The best comp- j; 
jjiiment that can be paid to a speaker is the wish that he spoke longer,|i 
!and that is what we say to Mr. Ryan - next time speak longer. 

After the Banquet, everyone prepared for the journey homeward,',! 
.'full of the satisfaction of having learned somethink new, met new fel*, t 
Slow numismatists, and, we hope, a pocket full of coins for those un- ,< 

I j filled spaces in the cabinet or folder. 


EACH AND EVERY MEMBER OF NENA WISHES TO THANK: 

|] 

r FRED M. BUSHNELL as President for the organization, preparation, and 
]| work he did in all fields of the Conference 

iMRS. FRED M. BUSHNELL for her work on the registration table 
<! JAMES FORD CLAPP JR. for the handsome NENA Conference Banner 
II COIN CLUB OF RHODE ISLAND as Host Club 

ij Edna CZERWONKA as Secretary and Treasurer for her untiring years work 
j! CHARLES J. DUPONT as past editor of NENA NEWS 
i!HORACE M. GRANT as Hcnary Chairman of the Conference 
11 ARTHUR R. MOORS as past publisher of NENA NEWS 

rMRS. SHEPARD POND for getting an unusual and talented guest speaker 
j] C. H. RYAN as the inspiring guest speaker 
• iANDREW S. SCOTT for his Public Relations and Bourse work 


The 1956 New England Numismatic Conference will be held in | 
'‘Springfield, Massachusetts. Further announcements and details will be ]i 
given in NENA NEWS as the time nears. IS 



















The new Editor and Publish¬ 
er want to make NENA NEMS an out¬ 
standing numismatic publication, 
but we cannot do it alone. Je need 
the co-operation of every menber of 
NENA. Any news item relative to 
numismatics or numismatists we want 
to know about. Even if you think 
that we do know it, send it to us. 
'Je ^ 70 uld rather have ten copies of 
a news item than none at all. 


Ue would like to include 
the interesting facts of each New 
England coin club, and, for that 
reason, we ask each club secretary 
to send us the minutes of each 
meeting. If you do not read a copy 
of your clubs activities in each 
NEN^i NEJS, contact your club sec- 
rety. 


Beginning in 1956, we are 
going to have a feature article 
written by one of our members,, The 
editor ’will write the first one, 
and the publisher will write the 
second. After that we are asking 
jfor volunteers. Je want a two or 
I three page treatise on a numismatic 
t! item, not a generalized article on 
l| a numismatic series. This does not 
!j mean that if you have an item or 
article about coins that it will 
|| not appear in NENA NE’JS• Send us 
|i anything and everything you have, 
i! 

Any motion for changes in 
|j the By-Laws or the Constitution 
must be published in NENA NBA’S bo¬ 
il fore action can be taken on it c 

ji 

Je have received a menber- 
ship list from the secretary, and 
ji if you know of anybody who is a 
!> member and is not receiving his 
|| copy, please let us know. 

5j NOTICE TO CLUB SECRETARIES: PLEASE 


If you did not attend the Confer¬ 
ence and did not pay your dues, 
remember that they will toe due i/j 
January. 

RIBBON aNARDS 

i 

1. Presidential Medals I 

Noah Sinnrd 

1# Odd and Curious Dr. Constable j 

2. Coin Quiz C. H. Ryan j; 

2. Medals Donald Urathall J; 

3. Trinity Medal Max Kuhner 

3. Walter Grinala Canadian Coins i 
ORIGINALITY 

1. Ships on Coins 
Tri-County Coin Club 

2. Transportation Tokens 

3. Largo Bills 

NEATNESS 

1. Large Bills Harry C. Nicholso^j 

2. Coins of the Cross 
John Littredge 

3. Ancient Cojns Janes F. Clapp 

INTERESTING 

1. Americana Display 
Edward Perkins 

2. Life Saving Modal 
Robert Goodrich 

3* Odd Money Dr. Constable 

DEALERS 

1. Columbian Exposition 
Horace Grant 

2. Electrotypes of Medieval 
English Coins Mr. misenberg 


GET YOUR HOES AND SPADES 3 
'Jovcl e ones from tha Tr:L j 
County Coin Club that aa Braner-i 
neighbor asked him if he saved | 
Indian Head Pennies and in replyt 
ing *Yes n he said some person, 
gave him that was dug up in his ; 
back yard. You guessed it, it • 
was an 1877 in fine condi 1;lone * 

3ND US A COPY OF YOUR MINUTES! ! 



















